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Indigenous language proficiency is higher (44.9%) 
among those living in reserve communities 
compared with those living off reserve (13.4%). 
Yet more majority Indigenous people live in urban 
areas of 30,000 or more. 
This tells us two things. 1) - Ind comms are ’hot 
spots’ for lang use and learning and 2) language 
support is needed everywhere in Canada, not only 
in on-reserve communities.

Then, and now…



Why focus on adults?
• My lang work journey shi8ed from ECD to Adults
• Why adults? workers powerhouses parents young 

grandparents teachers curr dev
• NEEDED an ARMY of new speakers to get the job 

done. Too much resp for our children alone and 
besides who will teach them, get them and keep 
them talking?

That is the reason for our focus on Adult learners, but 
ULTIMATE goal is returning to whole lang use. 
Lang @ home. IntergeneraKonal lang use. So that needs 
to be a focus not far from our gaze.













Vision

1) build a network of Indigenous 
communities to learn about and from 
each other’s successes in proficiency 
building and achievement of new 
speakers, and; 

2) educate the rest of Canada and the 
world about Ind language communities’ 
successes in the creation of new 
speakers and speaking communities.



The primary purpose create a resource that is useful to Indigenous 
language communities aiming to reclaim, revive and continue their 
languages.

A secondary aim of educating the public and raising the profile of the 
value, worth and beauty of Indigenous languages. 

The project will be primarily an open public portal for communities to 
network, and for Canada and the world to learn more about what is 
going on with Indigenous language proficiency building work.

The Atlas will be a tool for communities that want to connect on a 
voluntary basis and share information either publicly or in a password 
protected portal only with other Indigenous communities who have 
agreed to the same.





Please visit 
www.netolnew.ca/nilla

to learn more and complete 
our survey






